
DAPHNE WILLIAMS is the new Principal of Colerain Elementary School. She is a native of Merry Hill and 
holds a B.S. in Business Education Comprehensive from ECSU and a Master’s in School Administration 
from the University of Phoenix. She has 28 years of experience in education, in roles ranging from teacher, 
to AP, to principal. Her focus in Colerain will be students and academics first, and then building 
relationships with all stakeholders. 

 
DAPHNE WILLIAMS 

PRINCIPAL of COLERAIN ELEMENTARY 
 
1.   Why did you first decide to become a principal? 
 
One of my former teachers and principal  (the late Mr. William Peele II) encouraged me to pursue a 
master in administration/supervision, because of the qualities that he had observed in me as a 
teacher and leader. After much deliberation and self-reflection, I decided to become a principal 
because I love education and wanted to impact teaching and learning effectively on a different level. 

 
2.     What will you do at your school to ensure that the instruction that takes place is rigorous, 
relevant and engaging?  
 
As the principal, I will discuss with the staff what is a rigorous, relevant, and engaging classroom. To 
ensure that it takes place, I will provide professional development, have dialogue during PLCs, 
conduct walk-throughs, and provide resources.  

 
3.     In your words, why do you think that you were selected to serve in this capacity?  
 
I have the qualifications and experience (worked as a teacher, assistant principal, and principal).  

 
4.     What is your philosophy of education?  
 
My philosophy of education is that all students can learn when provided an environment that is 
supportive and conducive to learning with high expectations.  
 
Extra… 
 
I start my new position August 1, 2019, at Colerain Elementary.  
 
I have received two certificates of graduation from BB&T Leadership Institute: 

• Mastering Leadership Dynamics for Educational Leaders, May 31, 2015 
• Leading Change with Purpose for Educational Leaders, June 26, 2015 
• The Bertie STEM High School received a certificate for 100% Graduation Rate 2016 and 2017 

 
I come from a very close-knit family that is loving and supportive. My family instilled in me strong 
values with the understanding that I can do nothing without God, and He receives all the praises.   
 
I enjoy music, traveling, and reading. 

 
My favorite ice cream is Cookies and Cream. 
 
Q:   What is one thing about yourself that MANY people do NOT know?  
A:  I appeared in a Gospel Video 2010 titled “He Will Answer” by Jimmy Hicks. 
 


